	STONEY MIDDLETON PARISH COUNCIL
 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING



Clerk:	Carol Duncan
Tel:	07354 693243			            Email: smpc.clerk@outlook.com  
Web site: www.stoneymiddletonparishcouncil.org.uk

Minutes of the Stoney Middleton Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 7th April 2025. 

Present
Parish Councillors: Colin Hall (CH) Chair, Sue Bettney (SB), Ann Flint (AF), Graham Goldspink (GG), Tim Hill (TH) and Harry Grafton (HG)
Parish Clerk Carol Duncan (CD) 
 
	Minute No
	
	Action

	04.25-15
	The Annual Parish Meeting commenced at 18:30. CH welcomed all to the meeting 
	

	
04.25-16
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Parish Councillor Richard Brisbin, Responsible Finance Officer Barry Aldridge 
	

	
04.25-17
	MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING Monday 8th April 2024
The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 8th April 2024 were agreed as a correct record. CH signed the minutes.
	

	
04.25-18
	Report of Parish Council Activities for 2024/2025 by the Chair to the Parish Council.
The Chair presented the Parish Council’s activities for the period 2024/2025 which included a welcome to the two newly joined Councillors, (AF) and (GG). (CH) thanked Martina Hodgson for all her work as a Councillor (she has now left the Parish Council but remains active on the Playground Committee).

The Chair reported the following:
· The Parish Council have continued with all their routine village maintenance responsibilities
· The main achievement last year was successfully completing improvements and renovations to the childrens’ playground including the installation of a clamber stack, a new wire and carrier on the zip line and a refurbished cantilever head for the basket swing. Thanks go to Councillor Sue Bettney and former councillor Martina Hodgson for raising funds for the new clamber stack.  Grants were gratefully obtained from The Duke of Devonshire’s Charitable Trust and Derbyshire Dales UKSPF Community Resilience Grant Scheme. Huge thanks also go to the Severn Trent Volunteer Workforce and Harry White for removing old equipment and groundworks in readiness for the installation of the clamber stack. Thanks also to Sigma 6 for refurbishing the cantilever head free of charge.
· The Parish Council has made progress in seeking to provide affordable housing for the village. DDDC and PDNPA have agreed a short list of sites, a housing association is on board and approaches to relevant landowners will now be made, and final funding sought. 
· Parking remains a problem within the village, as it does for all Peak District Villages. We have continued to seek solutions to these issues in the village, without any tangible gains. However, we remain open minded should any idea come forward, which might change this position.
· Highways issues was the number one priority for villages in the village plan. Traffic calming has  been a major issue for the PC.  We have established a more positive and proactive relationship with DCC Highways. The tangible results we have achieved, whilst small, include approval to erect village gateway entrances with appropriate speed signage and an agreement from DCC to apply for a TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) to incrementally change the speed limits at the western end of the village from 30 to 40 and then 50mph once past Rock Mill apartments.  We will continue to push for further traffic calming measures to improve the safety and quality of life of residents and pedestrians
· Despite much work on Jacobs Ladder, the only actions achieved has been an agreement with DCC to remove the BOAT signage at the top and bottom of Jacob’s Ladder to stop them being deliberately misconstrued by 4x4 drivers and motorcyclists. The Derbyshire Police have asked residents to report sightings of motorised vehicles on Jacob’s Ladder so they can establish the extent and patterns of usage to enable meaningful patrols.
· Following the closure of Cavendish Mill. The PC has met with representatives of the PDNPA and the environment agency who in turn are in discussions with DDDC to ensure all necessary measures to ensure the tailing dams are safe and maintained accordingly are being undertaken, we are informed that this has taken place, and a current inspection has been done
· Sadly, there has been suspected vandalism in the village.  Graffiti, broken trees and damaged benches, residents are asked to keep a watch and report anything of relevance
· We want to specifically thank Dan Hodgson for the huge amount of work he has done and continues to do on the matter of flood risk management, Thanks to Dan’s dogged determination, DCC is systematically improving the drainage system along the A623/Meadow Close which will hopefully alleviate the flooding on Edge View. Dan has also successfully obtained funding for the inspection and hopefully repair of Moorwood Sough.  Thank you, Dan
· We are very fortunate, in Stoney Middleton that residents and business owners work to support our community.  Thanks to everyone who has kept Dale Brook running freely, put up and taken down the Christmas Tree, cleaned bus shelters and undertaken maintenance tasks at the playing field.

	




	04.25 -19

	FINANCIAL REPORT 2024-25
(SB) read out the Parish Council’s Financial Report for the period April 2024 to March 2025 as the RFO (BA) was unable to make the meeting. The Parish Council finished the year with a balance of £2,869 across its current and community accounts and has a projected forecasted income for 2025-26 which exceeds the forecasted expenditure. Due to the higher income and expenditure, the Parish Council accounts will need auditing both internally and externally this year. Once this has been done, they will be made available on the Parish Council website as normal along with detailed Income and Expenditure for 2024-2025. My thanks to all Councillors and both clerks (Paula and Carol) for their ongoing support with the financial side of things
	

	04.25-20
	The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 18:45.
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